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Easter Sunday

Mass during the day


Dear brothers and sisters, just as the preaching of Saint Peter has been heard in every time and place, so, too, will the words of Saint Paul ever resound: “For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed” (I Corinthians 5:7).


Isaiah foretold this when he said the Messiah was “like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers” (Isaiah 53:7).  Isaiah later said that he was “Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, and who would have thought any more of his destiny” (Isaiah 53:8)?


Yes, who indeed would have thought any more of a dead man who refused to speak in his own defense?  Who would have thought anymore of him who was executed as the worst of criminals whose followers abandoned him when he needed them most?


Yet, here we are today, considering him who is no longer dead.  He is risen!


Here in this King of such tremendous power is an example of the greatest humility.  For he that “was silent and opened not his mouth” before the shearer is, nevertheless, the lion of the tribe of Judah (Isaiah 53:7).


Who is he, then, both lamb and lion in one?  He was a lamb in accepting death, a lion in bringing death to nothing.  Who is this, both lamb and lion?  It is he that is meek and yet strong, lovable yet awesome, innocent yet mighty, silent while he was being judged yet threatening when he shall act as the Judge.


Who is this who is at the same time lamb and lion?  He was a lamb in suffering and a lion in rising from the dead.  Or rather, was he a lamb as well as a lion when he suffered, and a lamb as well as a lion when he arose?

We see that he was indeed a lamb in his Passion from what Isaiah prophesied and we see that he was also a lion in his Passion.  It was of Jesus that Jacob spoke, saying, “He crouches like a lion recumbent, the king of beasts – who would dare rouse him” (Genesis 49:9).

And how can we see the lamb in the Resurrection?  We are told in the Book of Revelation that the holy virgins “follow the Lamb wherever he goes” (14:4).  And how can we see the lion in the Resurrection?  The Revelation also says, “The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed” (Revelation 5:5).

Why was he a lamb in his Passion?  Because, though he was innocent, he accepted death.  Why was he a lion in his Passion?  Because through his crucifixion he brought death to nothing.

Why was he a lamb in the Resurrection?  Because his innocence is everlasting.  Why was he a lion in the Resurrection?  Because his strength is everlasting.

Who is this, both lamb and lion?  He was begotten from eternity, co-eternal with the Father.  He remained the Word even when he was made flesh.  He is the Creator of the ages who became man.  He let himself be the prey of death, he who is the plunderer of death.  He is the Most High performing lowly tasks, and the lowly One accomplishing the highest feats. He is the God-man, yet the man-God; the firstborn, yet the Creator of the firstborn; the only Son, yet the brother of many; the Lord of all, yet the servant of a great many.  This is the “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  This is the Lion who conquers the kingdoms of the world.  This is Christ Jesus, this is him who is risen from the dead, this is he who though whom we “receive forgiveness of sins” (Acts 10:43).

The lamb has been sacrificed and the lion has triumphed!  In Christ Jesus, “the right hand of the Lord has struck with power; the right hand of the Lord is exalted” (Psalm 118:16).  Amen!  Alleluia!

� Adapted from an Easter sermon of Saint Augustine of Hippo.





